The Chairman, in proposing "Prosperity to the Hampstead General Hospital," referred with deep regret to the sad bereavement which had prevented the Mayor of Hampstead from presiding that evening. This was the first occasion that the festival dinner had been held since the opening of the new hospital, and to-day they had a building of which Hampstead people might well be proud. The drains in the centre of the room, and where, it was almost unnecessary to say, sore throat and even diphtheria were constant concomitants. Then, too, the condition of the wards themselves, both in regard to cleanliness and appearance, was, to our more modern ideas, lacking in much. They all had a somewhat " workhousy " look, and the brightest of decoration was whitewash, which was not too often renewed ; and when renewed the practice was, not to wash off the impurities first, but to add another coat of whitewash over the old. It was quite conceivable, therefore, that up to even twenty-five years ago and even later, it was rightly felt by the majority of people that hospitals were places which, on the whole, wise people avoided. Now, however, all that had been changed, and the difficulty which hospitals had to face in the present day was how to keep people out of their wards. J. he feeling had grown up that when a man or a woman fell ill the wise thing to do was to go into a hospital. That feeling they owed chiefly to the wisdom of the managers of the hospitals and to the skill of the medical profession.
That was an important reason why those present should drink the toast he had to propose to them with hearty appreciation.
The Responsibility of the People of Hampstead.
The people of Hampstead had taken upon themselves a grave responsibility. They had enlarged their hospital, and they were committed to increasing it to 100 beds. He dia not know whether they were aware of the fact that financially the management were not at present justified by the support they were receiving from the inhabitants of Hampstead in spending money, although they had it in hand, in carrying out the extensions which they were about to commence. The financial position was one of much gravity. CHELSEA HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN.
The chair was taken at the recent annual meeting of the Governors of the Chelsea Hospital for Women by the President, Lord Glenesk, who, in moving the adoption of the report, said that he did not think they had ever had such a report as this put in their hands before, showing as it did every sign of health and vigour and a very satisfactory balance. He had always had the highest hopes that this hospital would succeed, as it had done, and he had been strengthened by the knowledge of the merits of its doctors, and certainly no institution ever had a more capable and distinguished medical and surgical staff than this, who had all done honour to themselves and produced the success they now saw in the hospital. As to the nurses, it was almost needless to say what they were and how they had done their work.
He had been very happy to become their President. After referring briefly to the troublous times the hospital had passed through in former years he went on to say that he could not speak too highly in praise of the members of the Council. Changes had occurred in their ranks, Mr 
